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With the 2012 Primary season in full swing and the pri-
mary election only days away on May 8th, many of you 
may still not know that a local man is running for Lieuten-
ant Governor of the state of North Carolina and his name 
is Arthur Jason Rich. Actually five candidates are seeking 
the GOP nod. They are Folwell, the speaker pro tem of the 
N.C. House; Mills, a second-term member of the House; 
Dan Forest, the son of U.S. Rep. Sue Myrick; Tony Gurley, 
a member of the Wake County Board of Commissioners; 
and Arthur Jason Rich, who has a consulting and tax busi-
ness.

Rich was born at Sampson Memorial Hospital on March 
20th, 1977 to Arthur W and Catherine Rich.  According to 
Rich, “My family has always traded in Sampson County 
from selling tobacco along with other agriculture products.  
I sold cucumbers as a kid in Garland to Cates Pickle Com-
pany and that’s how I saved money for college and bought 
school supplies/clothes.  Hard work was instilled in me 
at an early age.  I started driving a tractor in the tobacco 
fields with my family at age 5.  I thought it was the coolest 
thing ever as a kid. My first public job was at the Piggly 
Wiggly in Garland.  Most of the jobs I have ever had in my 
life were all in Sampson County.”

He continued, “After graduation from East Bladen High 
School in 1995, I attended Sampson Community College 
and obtained my Associate’s Degree while working full-
time to help my mother maintain our home. My father died 
of a massive heart attack when I was 9 years old. The 
“single-parent family” became a reality I fully understand. 
My mother began work in the textile industry while continu-
ing operation of the family farm and maintaining a positive 
home environment.”

“My physical residence is actually one mile from the Samp-
son County line at the South River Bridge on Helltown 
Road.  I have always considered Garland my “Hometown”.  
I played summer ball at the Garland Ballpark behind the 
school.  My family and friends are evenly distributed in 
Bladen, Cumberland and Sampson Counties.”  
“Since graduation, I have worked as an accountant and 
tax specialist with a variety of businesses and CPA firms. 
I have become a workaholic by necessity and do my best 
to keep up with the cost of living. I have come to enjoy the 
learning experience offered through diversity. It has been 
an asset as I focused on research and job development. 
Job development, on a personal level, has been the theme 
throughout my life. I was first told by my grandfather, “If you 
don’t have a job make one.” Today, I apply that concept to 
both individuals and businesses. 
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In the morning, O 
LORD, you hear 
my voice; in the 

morning I lay my 
requests before 
you and wait in 

expectation.
Psalm 5:3

Max Prestage makes the trip from his country 
home on Union School Road to Harrells, 
NC nearly every day. The southern Sampson 
County community may be small, but to 
Prestage and many others the charming little 
community has played a big part in their daily 
life. “The town of Harrells is very much a part 
of my everyday life. I go to school at Harrells 
Christian Academy, and have since I was six 
years old”, states the 15 year old Prestage. 
“I have played baseball on Carter Field in 
Harrells and attended the Harrells Truck and 
Tractor Pull with my family. I am very grateful 
to the town of Harrells and the support it has 
shown to my school.”

Prestage has been so enamored with the town 
of Harrells that he decided to give back to 
the community that has played such a large 
part in shaping the young man’s outlook 
on life. “Every day when I go to and from 
school I noticed that the town does not have a 
welcoming sign. I wanted to give back to the 

town of Harrells, so I decided that I wanted my service project (Eagle Scout Project) to benefit the 
community of Harrells, a town where I spend a lot of my time.”

Prestage, who has cleared many early hurdles in his quest to give back, plans to raise the necessary 
funds to erect a welcome sign for the community of Harrells. The 
sign, which recently received approval by the Town of Harrells, 

“Welcome to Harrells” 
Max Prestage Gives Back
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Worship In the Park 2012

Laurel Lake Campground in Salemburg the location for “Worship in the 
Park 2012”
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WIN $75
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Just by
Reading
Each Week!

Beginning May 10th Look For Your Chance To Win The Weekly Great Gas Give-Away!
Entry Forms and Contest Details Will Be Published Next Week In The Sampson Weekly.
Each Week For 20 Weeks This Summer Someone WILL WIN $75 In Gas. It Could Be YOU!

Starts May 10th

May 5th, from 11:00 AM - 8:00PM is the kickoff event for “Worship in the Park 
2012” and will continue monthly every 1st and 3d Saturday of every month from 
6:30 PM - 8:00PM at Laurel Lake Campground Pavilion, 1100 Laurel Lake Road, 
Salemburg, NC.
 
According to Thom Miles, “God called me to His ministry 2 years ago. Primarily, 
God wants me to reach out to the community. Mostly 
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to those who suffer from 
homelessness, poverty or emergency and disaster. 
Our ministry will accomplish this by showing the com-
munity God’s love in hope that they will pay it forward 
to those in need”. 
 
“The charge for admission at Saturday’s event is a 
non-perishable food item or Personal Hygiene Prod-
uct.  Saturday’s May 5th event will include 7 bands, 
Kohr-tet, The Collison Trio, Faith Chapel Gospel 
Band, Travelin Lite, Accepted, When Forever Comes, 
and Kings Krest. During intermission between bands 
Pam’s Puppet Family will provide puppet shows and 
Soloists Pam Miles and Shelley Kohr will perform. The 
Rollin Kitchen will provide food concessions.  We are 
seeking additional vendors which will provide bake 
goods, Christian clothing, and jewelry. In addition to 
the mentioned performers, any Church or Ministry 
which would like to set up a table can contact me”. 
 
 Pastor Miles continued, “We have been assisting the 
homeless and disadvantaged in Sampson and Cum-
berland Counties by supplying food, personal Hygiene 
products, and medicinal assistance. We receive prod-
uct donations from people and other churches but a 
lot of the food and hygiene supplies come from finan-
cial donations. We then deliver the products to known 
homeless people and those in need.  The rate of 
poverty and homelessness is a growing trend in our 
community.  According to statistics from a study by 

PARK, cont. from P1 the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services, in the years 2008 - 2010, North Carolina 
rated in the top ten for food insecurity rates. 15.7% of 
North Carolinian’s suffers from lack of food. Sampson 
and Cumberland County are experiencing alarming 
rates of poverty and homelessness. According to the 
US Census Bureau, Cumberland County includes 
16.6 % and Sampson County 22.1% of its population 
living below the poverty level.
 
“When we take a detailed look at the numbers, our 
dilemma becomes even clearer. Considering Cum-
berland County’s 2010 population of 319,431 and 
Sampson County’s population of 63,713, more than 
53,025 people in Cumberland County and 14,571 in 
Sampson County live at or below the poverty level. A 
staggering 32.5% of Sampson County children live in 
poverty”.
 
“There are many organizations out there that help 
provide food. But most can only provide enough food 
for a family maybe up to a week if they are lucky. That 
is not enough. Enlighten The World Ministries is join-
ing in the fight to rid our communities of hunger”. 
 
The primary goal of Worship In The Park is to raise 
awareness of the many people in our communities 
that struggle to just have enough food each and every 
day. Secondly, it assists us in raising financial dona-
tions, food, and hygiene items to be distributed to the 

people in need. 
Miles continued, “Currently, Enlighten The World is 
practicing what we have called, “Mission: Help Them”. 
Mission: Help Them, reaches out to the area’s homeless 
and disadvantaged families by providing food, clothing, 
medicinal assistance, and personal hygiene products. 
We are currently transporting all the food and hygiene 
products directly to those who need it. But we are just 
scratching the surface of needs that exist among the 
area’s homeless and poverty stricken population in our 
communities.  
 
 
Our hope for Enlighten The World’s, Worship In The 
Park event is to gather enough supporters for the fight 
against hunger. That those supporters will reach out 
with all means available to them to show the love Jesus 
Christ shows us and tells us to pay forward. This love 
will bring hope to the hopeless and make our communi-
ties a much better place to live and work. 
 
For more information, contact Enlighten The World Min-
istries at 910-531-4680 or email us at church@enlight-
enworshipcenter.org. 

Visit us on the web at www.enlightenworshipcenter.org 
or www.etwwc.org

Follow us on facebook: www.facebook.com/enlighten-
theworldworshipcenter

The reward has been to 
find creativity throughout 

North Carolina and among many of our citizens.”

“I realized that at the basis of so many losses in NC over 
the past 10 years, job loss made the most impact.  Hous-
ing foreclosures and inability to purchase were second. 
Though elected officials in both Washington and Raleigh 
were talking, discussing and attempting quick fixes; it had 
become a lot of promise and No Performance.  By way of 
several inventions, I realized “Job Creation” was nothing 
but a buzz-word.  New products, services and concepts 
were the keys to Job Development.  I knew I could do it, 
connected with others now doing it and decided Lt. Gov-
ernor was the right office to proceed with a program to do 
that job.  In addition, traditional politicians have created the 
mess we are in and it’s going to take someone that’s not 
“traditional” to fix these problems.  Our state needs “vision” 
and I feel I have vision for NC. We need a mixture of both 
young and mature leaders to make things better to adapt 
to an ever changing world.  I feel it’s time to “step up” to the 
challenges our state faces.”  

“I want to put plans in place that will help the generations 
that follow us by giving them a path to success.  I want 
to help find ways to generate new revenue through job/
career development that will allow us to fund new pro-

grams to prepare our young people in our local commu-
nities and across the state for the world they will inherit 
after my time.  With new revenue we can make education, 
health care, and transportation better for all.  I want to find 
ways to help college graduates payoff college debt by giv-
ing them motivation in careers they dreamed of growing up 
and throughout high school/college.  We need someone to 
lobby against student loans that are causing financial prob-
lems for graduates when there are no jobs/careers.  As 
Lt. Governor I will lobby federal & state against increased 
rates and loan shark collection tactics toward students who 
have yet to find a job/career.”

“My main goal is uniting ALL North Carolinians in recover-
ing from this economic recession and establishing a citi-
zen, business and government collaboration toward insur-
ing ongoing development for the future.  To paraphrase an 
old song- “we must accentuate the positive and eliminate 
the negative” not a time for in between!”

“I promise to represent Sampson/Bladen Counties in the 
BEST ways possible and be a model for other state lead-
ers.  I will do my best to bring Job Development to local 
counties and our state.  I can deliver JOBS from within 
Sampson County right now with the right interest and in-
vestment.  It’s all about our people not me individually.  
Without our people I would go nowhere and moving for-

ward would be made a more difficult challenge for all of us to 
be successful in life.”

“I am one of the people. I am not a career politician,” Rich 
stated. “I want to be somebody that people can depend on 
and trust and say, ‘He is in it for us. He is not in it for the 
money.’ I want to be a lobbyist for the people. We should 
be trying to make our state better and do what we can in all 
ways possible.”

“North Carolina is our ship of state. Double-digit unemploy-
ment means the working crew and passengers are treading 
water to survive. It is important that we - the ship officers, 
crew and passengers - understand you don’t sink half a ship. 
We must work together to stay afloat. Jobs make our econo-
my. Health care, education, transportation, home ownership 
and a better-than-survival way of life depend on income and 
wages. Job development is a source.”

“Your vote, support and willingness to participate in a jobs 
revolution will speed our state’s economic recovery. As lieu-
tenant governor, I pledge to lead that revolution.”  

For more information about Arthur Rich’s campaign and his 
vision for North Carolina visit his website at www.teamrich-
campaign.com.
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will welcome people to the community; but will also serve as a 
gesture of pride in community as well as humble thankfulness 
from Prestage. “The visitors that come to Harrells will see the 
sign because it will be in a prominent location in the town. Most 
importantly, I will benefit from the sign as I pass by it on my 
way to and from school. To me it will represent a goal that I 
started and saw to completion. It represents pride in the scouting 
program and what it has done for me, from a Cub Scout to 
an Eagle. Giving back is my main goal I hope to accomplish 
through this project. I hope to bring my children to see this 
monument one day. Maybe it will encourage my own children, 
or others, to get involved in scouting.”

Prestage must raise $4,600 to complete the project, and plans 
a fundraiser in Harrells to help reach his goal. “I am having a 
Fundraiser Fun Day/Bake Sale on Friday, May 11 starting at 
1:30 until. There will be an inflatable slide for all ages ($5 for 
unlimited slides) and we will have drinks, after school snacks, 
and homemade baked goods for sale.”

Prestage hopes that Mother’s Day weekend will help draw 
people to the fundraiser. “That is Mother’s Day weekend so I 
was hoping everyone would come out and buy a cake to support 
the sign. I have organized family and friends to help run the 

event.  It will be held at the Old Academy, directly across the 
street from Harrells Christian Academy. We will be there until 
the last cake is sold. The costs of the sign will be funded by me 
through the money I raise. If anyone would like to support the 
sign with a donation you can mail a check to Max Prestage at 
4581 Union School Rd. Clinton with Eagle Scout project on 
your check. Any amount would be much appreciated.”

The Eagle Scout Project is a huge endeavor which marks a stage 
of development few actually reach in scouting. With fewer than 
4% of all scouts earning the rank of Eagle Scout, the Eagle Scout 
award is a testament to high 
standards and community 
service.  Of his own journey 
to Eagle Scout the young 
Prestage states, “While a Life 
scout, you must plan, develop, 
and give leadership to others 
in a service project helpful to 
any religious institution, any 
school, or your community. 
The project should benefit 
an organization other than 
Scouting. The trail to Eagle is 
full of opportunities for a boy 

to learn, to lead, to listen, and to teach. Personally, my experience 
with my project has already proven to be a learning experience. It 
has been challenging and rewarding at the same time.”

Anyone interested in supporting Max Prestage and his goal to 
welcome people to the Town of Harrells is encouraged to attend 
the fundraiser on Friday, May 11th starting at 1:30 PM at the Old 
Academy directly across from Harrells Christian Academy. Or 
you may mail a donation to: Max Prestage at 4581 Union School 
Road, Clinton, NC 28328. Please mark your donation with the 
notation – Eagle Scout Project.
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