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TRAGEDY, cont. from 1

suspect vehicle and driver. The Sampson County 
Sheriff’s Department located the driver, Johnny 
Allen Spell of 192 Bud Spell Lane, Roseboro and 
vehicle at 2834 Hayne Stretch Road in Autryville, 
NC.  According to reports, Mr. Spell did not resist 
arrest by Sampson County Deputies and was easily 
turned over to the NC Highway Patrol.  It was not 
immediately clear whether Spell had been drinking 
or was under the influence of drugs or narcotics.

According to court records, Spell was arrested only 
last week for driving without an operator’s license.

Spell was charged with involuntary manslaughter, 
felony passing a stopped school bus and felony hit 

and run, and placed in the Sampson County Detention 
Center under a $200,000 bond. On Wednesday, Spell 
had an additional charge added to the list of previous 
charges. According to First Sergeant Jeff Gordon of 
the North Carolina State Highway Patrol, “Please be 
advised that in addition to the original charges, Mr. 
Spell was also charged with Driving While Impaired 
While Operating a Commercial Motor Vehicle.” The 
additional charge increased Spell’s bond to $202,500.  
As of press time, Spell had not posted bail.

According to Assistant District Attorney Jennifer 
Barnes, the Defendant Johnny Allen Spell had his first 
video appearance before the judge on Wednesday 
morning from the Sampson County Detention Center.  
He was appointed a court-appointed attorney and his 
next court date is scheduled for Friday.  

According to a statement released by Sampson 
County Schools, “Sampson County Schools is 
saddened by the tragic accident involving one of our 
Union Elementary School students. We have grief 
counselors in place to help staff and students deal with 
this unexplainable loss. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with the family and friends of this young child as well 
as the Union Elementary School family.”

“Counselors are on hand,” stated Susan D Warren, 
Student Services & Public Relations with Sampson 
County Schools.   “Messages were sent Tuesday 
night to parents. Additional messages to parents of 

classmates and students on her bus also plan to be 
sent out.”

Linda Jewell Carr, Principal at Union Elementary 
responded to the tragedy, “We are all in shock. This 
is an unimaginable situation for all of us to be in - 
we are all in a state of disbelief right now.  Sampson 
County Schools embraced our school this morning 
(Wednesday) by showering us with additional 
professional support from our other schools.  Several 
counselors were on site to offer grief counseling to 
our students.”  Carr concluded, “Our children are 
precious.  Each and every one.”

Johnny Allen Spell

“Each time Enlighten The World serves we have to turn fam-
ilies away because we run out of food. I hate to have to turn 
hungry families away. It breaks my heart. That is why we need 
churches, businesses and the general public to pledge a small 
$5.00 donation weekly, biweekly, or even monthly. Just a little 
bit goes a long way. In fact, $5 can purchase 25 pounds worth 
of food, which can feed a family of four for four days.”  These are 
the words of Pastor Thom Miles when asked why Enlighten The 
World Ministries was hosting their 3rd Worship in the Park An-
ti-Hunger Fest to combat hunger in Sampson and Cumberland 
Counties.

Worship in the Park will be a daylong celebration on May 11th at 
the Autryville Park, 215 Gray Street, Autryville, NC. The festivities 
begin at 11 AM and will continue until 6 PM. Included in the day-
long celebration will be Train Rides and Carnival Games for the 
kids, a baking contest, Corn Hole tournament, and other games 
and races with prizes to be awarded. Crafts, food and other ven-
dors will be available throughout the day, and of course there 
will be live Christian music throughout the event. Bands include: 
Praise Out Loud, The Body Band, Travelin Lite, and When Forever 
Comes. The price of admission is only 2 canned food items or 
two personal hygiene items.
Event organizer Thom Miles said of this year’s plan, “This year’s 
event has grown considerably from previous years. Our Goal 

this year is to raise $9600. That will pay for enough food to sustain 
us for an entire year at the rate we are serving currently.” 

Each month Enlighten The World serves on average 350 people, 
or about 136 families. And as Pastor Miles states, “This number 
is growing”. Enlighten The World Ministries is a ministry with a 
mission to serve the community with love, and provide hope to 
the hopeless. They say, “It is important that our clients do not go 
hungry.” Their Mobile Crisis Center serves every second and forth 
Saturday morning of the month, starting at 10 AM. “Currently 
we serve the Clinton area at the Clinton Community Church (old 
Clinton Pentecostal Holiness Church) every forth Saturday; and 
on the second Saturday we travel to different communities.”

Pastor Miles continued, “We are always seeking other places to 
serve. If a church or business wished to open their doors to us, 
we would be greatly appreciative. We have scheduled our serv-
ing days so that they do not coincide with the serving days of the 
Salemburg Food Band and Clinton Crisis Center.  This allows the 
people who struggle for food on a daily basis to get assistance 
almost once a week. On our serving days we also provide free 
clothing, linens, personal hygiene products, medical supplies 
such as bandages, and some small toys.”

For this year’s Worship in the Park, Enlighten The World Ministries 
is seeking both sponsors and vendors. Pastor Miles states, “We 
are seeking vendors who sell crafts, food, clothing, books, even 
second hand items and antiques. We would especially like to see 
other Ministries and Churches set up booths to advertise what 
they have to offer the community. It appears that churches are 
very reluctant to partner with us. We don’t quite understand it… 
The Bible says that we are ONE church, why can’t churches unify 
for the greater good of the community and serve together? We 
could certainly help many more, and could virtually wipe hunger 
from our surrounding cities and towns.”

“The sponsor levels are quite 
simple”, continued Miles. 
“Currently, Dairy Queen of 
Clinton and Carmon’s Cakes 
have committed to sponsor-
ing the event. They will both 
be set up at the festival for 
you to meet them and pur-
chase their wonderful treats. 
But we obviously need more 
event level sponsors, and for 
only $75 your organization 
could become a sponsor. 
$60 will sponsor a contest. If 
sponsoring a contest, we ask 

the sponsor to provide a prize that may advertise their business.

The need is great! According to Miles, “In Sampson County sta-
tistics show that 32.5% of children living here live in households 
with incomes below the poverty level. That means 32.5 % of our 
children live with inadequate food supplies.” He continued, “In 
Cumberland County, specifically Fayetteville, there are about 
1,100 homeless. These numbers are just too high. These numbers 
are growing out of control. The unemployment rate is expected 
to rise before it gets better. It is our obligation as Christians and 
leaders, to be a shoulder for these folks to lean on, their crutch, a 
glimmer of hope, to help these folks, (your neighbors, your broth-
ers, your sisters, moms and dads), from going a day without food. 
It is our obligation to love them, as God loves us.” 

Pastor Miles sites two short, but powerful passages from the 
Bible to emphasis his point. “Matthew 25:40 states, ‘The King 
will reply, Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ and John 
13:34-35 says, ‘A new command I give you: Love one another. As 
I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone 
will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.’”

Pastor Thom Miles makes the point that not all are called to lead 
new ministries, not all are called to preach the Word of God; but 
each of us who are called Christian are called to be a disciple of 
Christ… “As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 
another.”

If people wish to donate financially, they may do so securely by 
going to, www.EnlightenNC.org, or visit their Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/EnlightenTheWorldMinistries, or mail 
a check to Enlighten The World Ministries, 75 Knight Lane, Au-
tryville, NC 28318. You may also donate food and personal hy-
giene products by dropping them off at the Clinton Community 
Church (beside Sampson Community College) or drop them in 
their donation chest next to their storage building at 75 Knight 
Lane, Autryville, NC 28318. All donations are tax deductible. En-
lighten The World Ministries is registered with the IRS as a 501(c)3 
corporation. Receipts will be provided for all donations upon re-
quest. 

Enjoy a day of fun, fellowship and music at the Autryville Park, 
Saturday May 11th from 11 AM to 6 PM, and all for just 2 canned 
food items or 2 personal hygiene items.

For more information on becoming a sponsor, vendor, or even 
to volunteer for Worship in the Park, or to support Enlighten The 
World Ministries, please contact Pastor Thom Miles at 910-495-
3595 or email: EnlightenWorship@gmail.com.
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